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§ 2570.69 Review by the Secretary.
(a) The Secretary may review a deci-

sion of an administrative law judge.
Such a review may occur only when a
party files a notice of appeal from a de-
cision of an administrative law judge
within twenty (20) days of the issuance
of such decision. In all other cases, the
decision of the administrative law
judge shall become final agency action
within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. 704.

(b) A notice of appeal to the Sec-
retary shall state with specificity the
issue(s) in the decision of the adminis-
trative law judge on which the party is
seeking review. Such notice of appeal
must be served on all parties of record.

(c) Upon receipt of a notice of appeal,
the Secretary shall request the Chief
Administrative Law Judge to submit
to him or her a copy of the entire
record before the administrative law
judge.

§ 2570.70 Scope of review.
The review of the Secretary shall not

be de novo proceeding but rather a re-
view of the record established before
the administrative law judge. There
shall be no opportunity for oral argu-
ment.

§ 2570.71 Procedures for review by the
Secretary.

(a) Upon receipt of the notice of ap-
peal, the Secretary shall establish a
briefing schedule which shall be served
on all parties of record. Upon motion of
one or more of the parties, the Sec-
retary may, in his or her discretion,
permit the submission of reply briefs.

(b) The Secretary shall issue a deci-
sion as promptly as possible after re-
ceipt of the briefs of the parties. The
Secretary may affirm, modify, or set
aside, in whole or in part, the decision
on appeal and shall issue a statement
of reasons and bases for the action(s)
taken. Such decision by the Secretary
shall be final agency action within the
meaning of 5 U.S.C. 704.

Subpart D—Procedure for the As-
sessment of Civil Penalties
Under ERISA Section 502(l)

SOURCE: 55 FR 25286, June 20, 1990, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 2570.80 Scope of rules.
The rules of practice set forth in this

subpart are applicable to ‘‘502(l) civil
penalty proceedings’’ (as defined in
§ 2570.82 of this subpart) under section
502(l) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (ERISA or
the Act). Refer to 29 CFR 2560.502–1 for
the definition of the relevant terms of
ERISA section 502(l).

§ 2570.81 In general.
Section 502(l) of the Employee Re-

tirement Income Security Act of 1974
(ERISA or the Act) requires the Sec-
retary of Labor to assess a civil pen-
alty against a fiduciary who breaches a
fiduciary responsibility under, or com-
mits any other violation of, part 4 of
title I of ERISA or any other person
who knowingly participates in such
breach or violation. The penalty under
section 502(l) is equal to 20 percent of
the ‘‘applicable recovery amount’’ paid
pursuant to any settlement agreement
with the Secretary or ordered by a
court to be paid in a judicial pro-
ceeding instituted by the Secretary
under section 502 (a)(2) or (a)(5). The
Secretary may, in the Secretary’s sole
discretion, waive or reduce the penalty
if the Secretary determines in writing
that:

(a) The fiduciary or other person
acted reasonably and in good faith, or

(b) It is reasonable to expect that the
fiduciary or other person will not be
able to restore all losses to the plan or
any participant or beneficiary of such
plan without severe financial hardship
unless such waiver or reduction is
granted.
The penalty imposed on a fiduciary or
other person with respect to any trans-
action shall be reduced by the amount
of any penalty or tax imposed on such
fiduciary or other person with respect
to such transaction under section 502(i)
or section 4975 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 (the Code).

§ 2570.82 Definitions.
For purposes of this section:
(a) 502(l) civil penalty proceedings

means an adjudicatory proceeding re-
lating to the assessment of a civil pen-
alty provided in section 502(l) of
ERISA;
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